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and resourceful Arab boy, we went first of all to the 'shepherd's
field/ over which the stars shone as when the shepherds had
'watched their flocks by night/ and had seen the star which
directed their steps towards a stable where, because there 'was no
room at the inn/ the Son of Man had been born. Afterwards we
attended the service at the Church of the Nativity. The Pro-
testants of Jerusalem and its neighbourhood were, on this occasion,
allowed to sing carols in the courtyard. They were for the most
part British people, and the singing was almost the worst that I
had ever heard. It was, however, made impressive by the place
and the time. To me, at least, the event was strangely moving.
We were on the traditional spot on which Jesus had first opened
his eyes upon the world; it was Christmas Eve; the stars were
shining over our heads, and we were away from home. There
were also other considerations which influenced me* Inside the
great church the approved sects of His followers were celebrating
the anniversary of His birth, with the police present to prevent
them from leaping for each other's throats. I could not sing; I
wanted to cry and curse, but, so far as I could observe, the orthodox
Christians who were present were as little moved by their sur-
roundings as they would have been in the Caledonian Market.
Emotions of this kind are not dependent upon the intellect.
I was moved by these traditional centres of the Christian faith, but
I was not convinced by them. Their value, for me, was purely
imaginative, not historical or even religious. They were of
secondary rather than of primary importance. I left Palestine a
day or two later feeling greatly privileged to be associated with
even one incident in its great story, but also reinforced in my
belief that 'not in this mountain nor in Jerusalem/ not in this
mosque or that synagogue or church, will unity and peace be foxuid.
For that desired end the world must wait until men of all beliefs
and lands put love of the beautiful, the true, and the good before
the creeds which anger and divide them.
The year 1930 was one of increasing difficulty for the Labour
Government, which was attacked from every quarter of the House
for its failure to solve the problem of unemployment. In addition,
it had to meet a revolt of the Catholic members of the Labour Party
over the questions of birth control and education. When Sir
Charles Trevelyan's Education Bill was introduced, they sought
in the opinion of their colleagues to make it serve, in an inequitable
degree, the special interests of their Church, and they contemptuously